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SPECIAL MEASURES AGAINST THE INTRODUCTION OF 

TYPHUS. 

In view of the increasing number of vessels arriving at ports of the 
United States during the last six months with typhus infection on 
board, the Secretary of the Treasury, on January 19, invited the 
attention of the State Department to the situation in Europe with 
respect to the prevalence of typhus and the action taken by the 
Public Health Service in the assignment of medical officers to the 
various American consulates for the purpose of supervising preventive 
measures applicable to ships and personnel departing for ports of the 
United States; and, in pursuance to a specific request of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, the various consular officials in Europe were 
instructed that bills of health should be withheld unless the require- 
ments of the United States quarantine regulations covering meas- 
ures to be undertaken for the prevention of the spread of typhus 
be observed, the latter to include appropriate disinfestation of all 
travelers to the satisfaction of the medical officer attached to the 
consulate. 

In support of this action quarantine officers at ports of the United 
States were directed, if any vessel carrying passengers arrived from 
European ports without American consular bill of health appropri- 
ately countersigned by a medical officer of the Public Health Service, 
where such officers were on duty, that the delousing of arriving pas- 
sengers should be enforced at quarantine stations and the personnel 
held in detention for the completion of 12 days after delousing is 
completed. 

The United States Quarantine Regulations contain the provision, 
automatically applicable, that any vessel arriving with a history of 
typhus en route, or detected at the time of examination, shall be 
held in detention for the completion of 12 days after arrival, and 
all passengers and their personal effects and baggage are to be treated 
for the destruction of vermin. 
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